THE BIBLE IN OUR HANDS


The Bible is divided into two parts, the Old Testament and the New Testament. The writing of the Old Testament was completed approximately 400 years before the New Testament was begun. At first, the books of the Bible were hand written on animal skins and papyrus. Can you imagine the writers' cramp those guys must have had? The Old Testament was written in Hebrew (except for the very small portions written in Aramaic). The first five books were written by Moses approximately 1500 years before Christ. In the third century before Jesus, the first translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew to Greek was made at Alexandria, Egypt. It was called the Septuagint (meaning seventy) because it was supposedly translated by seventy scholars. The New Testament was written in Greek by eight men. Several of them were apostles of Jesus. As time continued the Bible was translated into Latin and German. Then a man named William Tyndale translated the scriptures into English in 1525. He smuggled Bibles to people and eventually was betrayed and burned at the stake. Many people today use the King James Version of the Bible. This was completed in 1611. 

 
Along came other versions after the KJV, which some of you have, such as, the American Standard Version (ASV), the New King James Version (NKJV), English Standard Version (ESV), etc. In short, this is how you got your Bible. Is it truly God's word though? Yes, it is and it can be proven! Please notice the following four points. 

1. It is scientifically accurate. The Bible talks about currents in the sea, before man ever discovered them in the 1840's (see Psalm 8:8; Psalm 107:23-24; Ecclesiastes 1:7). 

2. It is historically accurate. In Joshua 1:4 it mentions a Hittite people. Yet some scholars in the 1800s denied its existence. Then they said the Bible was not God's word just because of this fact. Well, look what was found! By the twentieth century, Hugo Winkler of Berlin Launched a German-Oriental society dig at Bogazkoy, about 125 miles east of Ankara. They uncovered a stone tablet that was a treaty between Remises II and the Hittites! 

3. The Bible is prophetically accurate. In Matthew 24, Jesus said that Jerusalem would fall. Approximately forty years after His ascension, in A.D. 70, Jerusalem fell.

4. The very fact that the Bible has never been destroyed although many have tried to do so! There are several other discoveries that show the Bible is true and accurate which we don't have time to talk about. I hope you got a lot out of this article. I had fun writing it. 
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