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“Calling on the Name of the Lord”

Introduction:

1. “Calling on the name of the Lord” is a most interesting idiom, meaning to entreat a particular personality.

a) Hebrew: Qara: “to call out; i.e., properly address by name, but used in a wide variety of applications.” (Strong) [E.g., 2 Kings 5.11; Zeph. 3.9]

b) Greek: Epikaleomai: “epikaleo has the meaning ‘appeal’…which carries with it the suggestion of a special interest on the part of the doer of an action in that in which he is engaged.” (Vine) [E.g., Acts 9.14]

c) The “Lord” [kurios] is one who is “supreme in authority.” 

2. There are three applications worth considering…

I. CALLING ON THE LORD FOR SALVATION

A. Merely “calling” on the Lord by itself is not sufficient to effect salvation. (Matt. 7.21)

B. How is it possible for people to “call upon the name of the Lord” to “be saved” ? (cf., Rom. 10.13-17)

C. This was prophesied. (Joel 2.28-32; cf., Acts 2.16-21)

II. CALLING ON THE LORD IN PRAYER

A. Men calling upon God:

1. The descendants of Seth through Enosh. (Gen. 4.26)

2. The psalmist (perhaps David). (Psa. 116.3,17)

3. The first martyr, Stephen. (Acts 7.59)

B. Who has the right to call upon God in prayer?

1. True worshipers of God. (John 9.31; cf., Isa. 59.1-2)

2. The righteous. (1 Pet. 3.12; James 5.16)

3. Prayer is a spiritual blessing. (Eph. 1.3)

III.    CALLING ON THE LORD BY IDENTITY

A. This application may also be found in Gen. 4.26.

B. Christians “in everyplace called on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1.2).

C. Christians, people “who call on the Lord with a pure heart,” are identified with Christ by their conduct. (2 Tim. 2.22)

Conclusion: Have you the right to call upon God in prayer because you have called upon Him in your obedience to the gospel?

