Daniel 2:44 – The Eternal Kingdom

Amazingly, God previewed the characteristics of his coming kingdom (the church) through a pagan king’s dream. 

Daniel was one of the Hebrews who had been taken into Babylon in the first deportation (606/5 B.C.). His name means “God is my judge.” 

In the second chapter of the book that bears his name, the Hebrew lad was petitioned to reveal a dream, and its interpretation, to king Nebuchadnezzar. The dream involved a huge image of a man, with head of gold, breast of silver, belly and thighs of brass, and legs and feet of iron and clay. 

Daniel declared to the ruler that this image represented four great empires. History reveals these to be the Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the Greek, and the Roman. 

The prophet then affirmed, with reference to the fourth kingdom (i.e., the Roman empire), that it was struck by a stone (fashioned “without hands,” v. 45, i.e., divinely imposed) that demolished it, and then grew into a great mountain that filled the whole earth. 

The meaning of this dramatic picture is made clear. 

“And in the days of those kings [the rulers of the Roman empire] shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another people; but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever” (Daniel 2:44). 

The prophecy has to do with the establishment of the kingdom of God, the church of Jesus Christ, the fulfillment of which is recorded in the book of Acts. Within this passage there are a number of remarkable truths regarding this kingdom that are worthy of notice. 

a. The general time of the kingdom’s commencement is indicated – in the days of Roman rule, i.e., between 63 B.C. and A.D. 476. 

b. Its source is revealed – God will be the builder of it (cf. Matthew 16:18). 

c. It would be indestructible. Hostile forces would not be able to vanquish God’s kingdom. 

d. It would never be succeeded by another regime; rather, it would be perpetual. 

e. God’s church would be militant, invasive (cf. the parable of the leaven in Matthew 13) consuming the kingdoms of this earth, and thus stand forever.

 
These are astounding traits of the kingdom of heaven!

