ABRAHAM: 

FATHER Of The FAITHFUL

    Abraham was called the father of the faithful: “Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all…” (Rom. 4.16). This was because of the great faith he exhibited throughout his life (Gen. 15.6; Rom. 4.20-22). His faith was not only verbalized platitudes, but it also was living and active (Heb. 11.8-11, 17-19; James 2.21-23).

· Uncommon faith in a faithless world – Despite shortcomings, Abraham was God’s best choice. In the midst of an idolatrous, heathen environment, Abraham found God. Although he and his family had formerly been idolaters in Mesopotamia (Josh. 24.2), he became a true believer (Gen. 15.6; Acts 7.1-5).

·  God’s promises to Abraham – God asked two things of Abraham and made him two promises (Gen. 12.1-3). He asked him to leave his country, his land and family, and go to a land that He would show him. From Ur to Canaan is about 1,000 miles, yet Abraham obeyed God and made the journey although unsure of his final destination (v. 4; cf., Heb. 11.8). In Canaan, God renewed His promises to Abraham. The land promise (Gen. 15.4-5) was fulfilled when God brought Israel to Canaan after the Egyptian captivity.

· The second promise fulfilled – The Jews mistakenly believed they were the promised seed of Abraham without condition. This was never God’s intention. Although Israel did not keep their part of the covenant, God kept His part. Paul informed us that Jesus was the promised seed through whom He would bless the world (Gal. 3.16). God used the nation of Israel to produce the Messiah (seed) – Jesus Christ was the “seed” (Gen. 3.15; Gal. 4.4) – Israel was merely the vehicle used by God to keep His promise to Abraham!

     Therefore, Christians are heirs of Abraham. “And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise” (Gal. 3.29)!
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