AN INSIDE LOOK AT SODOM

 
“Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them… having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example of eternal fire” (Jude 7). The fire that destroyed Sodom, Gen.19, is a likeness to the eternal fire, and an example of God’s wrath.

 
Because of similarities between those ancient cities and modern-day America, it behooves us to take a closer look -- an inside look -- at Sodom.

 
First, note Sodom’s abundance. Sodom was in the beautiful, fertile plain of the Jordan River. Its beauty rivaled Eden itself. When strife developed between their herdsmen, Abram gave Lot his choice of territory in which to pasture his livestock. “Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere… like the garden of the Lord… Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan…” (Gen. 13:10-11).

 
Sodom was in or near the Valley of Siddim, the site of numerous asphalt pits (Gen. 14:10). Asphalt had many ancient uses which would make Sodom and her sister cities valuable as industrial centers. Asphalt or pitch was used as mortar in constructing brick and stone buildings (Gen. 11:3). It was used for waterproofing (Gen. 6:14; Ex. 2:3). Since it burned readily, Isa. 34:9, it was probably also used as a fuel in certain situations.

 
But in spite of all these blessings, “the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the Lord” (Gen. 13:13). God announced His intention to destroy Sodom and her sister cities, and Abraham began to plead with God to spare them. God agreed to spare the cities if ten righteous persons could be found there (Gen. 18:32). But ten righteous persons were not found.

 
God, in Ezek. 16:49-50, rebuked the house of Judah, comparing them with ancient Sodom. “Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty and committed abomination before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit.”

 
One of Sodom’s sins was pride. When folks have the good fortune to be as abundantly blessed, as was ancient Sodom, they tend to become puffed up with pride. Sodom was located in a beautiful land, but the folks who lived there didn’t have anything to do with that. It was an ideal area for ranching and industry, but they weren’t responsible for that, either. They had much to be thankful for, but little or nothing to boast about. The Bible says, “Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly than to divide the spoil with the proud” (Prov. 16:18-19). “A man’s pride will bring him low…” (Prov. 29:23).

 
We too live in a land of beauty, abundance, and almost unlimited natural resources. We may tend to be proud as if these blessings were our own doing. We should fall on our knees and thank God.

 
Second, another sin of Sodom was materialism – fullness of food and abundance of idleness. Amos rebuked both houses of Israel, “Woe to you who are at east in Zion, and trust in Mount Samaria… Who lie on beds of ivory, stretch out on your couches, eat lambs from the flock and calves from the midst of the stall; who sing idly to the sound of stringed instruments, and invent for yourselves musical instruments like David; who drink wine from bowls, and anoint yourselves with the best ointments, but are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph” (Amos 6:1-6). They, like the people of Sodom, had grown fat and lazy and God was not pleased.
There would seem to be a likeness to modern America. It is doubtful if there was ever a society where there was so much abundance and so much idleness at the same time. We have bargained for more pay and less work to the point that many believe society owes them a living without any effort on their part. Fullness of food and abundance of idleness abounds.

 
Third, the people of Sodom were selfish. Like those in the days of Amos, they were unconcerned with the problems of those who were in need. With all their abundance and all their spare time, they did not strengthen the needy.

 
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap… Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:7, 10). There are always folks who are in need, and who deserve our help.

 
Fourth, “They were haughty and committed abomination.” (n Gen. 19:4-7 angels visited Lot and were to lodge that night in his home. “Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. And they called to Lot and said to him, ‘Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally.’ So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him, and said, ‘Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly.’” Because of its association with the city of Sodom, the practice of homosexuality has been designated as sodomy. Later, in the Law of Moses, God commanded: “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination” (Lev. 18:22). Gen. 19 shows God’s attitude toward sexual perversion even before the giving of Moses’ Law. The New Testament shows that His attitude toward that practice has not changed. Paul writes of their “uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves… For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due” (Rom. 1:24-27). 1 Cor. 6:9-11 tells us that those who persist in such sins will have no part in God’s kingdom. But it also tells us that one can be washed and sanctified and justified in the name of Jesus if he will repent and cease to practice such abomination.

 
Isaiah writes of another of Sodom’s sins. He said of the people of Jerusalem, “The look on their countenance witnesses against them, and they declare their sin as Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to their soul! For they have brought evil upon themselves… Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be given him” (Isa. 3:9, 11). The people of Sodom not only were sexual perverts, but they paraded their sin openly. They expressed no sense of shame or guilt. 

 
If you are as old as I am you can remember when virtually everyone recognized sexual perversion as a sin and a shame. In time, our society began to view sexual perversion, not as a sin, but a sickness. Now another generation has arisen – lo and behold, sexual perversion is not viewed as a sin or a sickness – it has become simply “an alternate lifestyle.” But not just an alternate lifestyle -- a lifestyle that is being encouraged and promoted, even as multitudes are dying of AIDS as a direct result of that lifestyle.

 
It is unbelievable that our national leaders cannot see what the problem is. They will not deal with the problem. Their “solution” is to throw money at the symptom, and continue to promote the problem. Certainly we are aware that some people suffer from AIDS by no fault of their own. Some have been born with this disease as a result of the infection of their mothers. Some have contracted the disease as a result of blood transfusions. Others have this sickness as a result of sharing dirty needles in the practice of drug abuse. Regardless of how the disease was contracted, we sympathize with the victim, and seek to be of help when we can. But even in the case of those who have AIDS through no fault of their own, the illness can be traced back to someone’s sexual immorality. If sexual immorality were to cease, AIDS, syphilis, gonorrhea, and almost all other sexually transmitted diseases could be virtually stamped out in one generation.

 
A majority of Americans are seemingly more concerned about economic issues than with moral and spiritual matters. Sodom probably had a strong economy, but it perished because it was morally and spiritually bankrupt. If our leaders would use their influence to inform and educate the populace toward the dangers of sexual immorality (both homosexual and heterosexual), it might go a long way toward reducing the immensity of these problems.

“Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of the heavens. So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground” (Gen. 19:24-25). Abraham was at least 20 miles away, but “He looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain; and he saw, and beheld, the smoke of the land which went up like the smoke of a furnace” (Gen. 19:28). Scholars believe the territory once occupied by Sodom is now covered by the Dead Sea.

 
As we observe the fate of ancient Sodom, there are at least three lessons we should heed. 

(1) We who have a greater opportunity than those in Sodom will be judged more severely than they. We have opportunity to know God’s ultimate revelation of Himself through Jesus Christ, and of His will in the New Testament Scriptures. Jesus rebuked the city of Capernaum: “If the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you” (Matt. 11:23-24).

(2) God is still able to destroy the wicked and deliver the just. Abraham pled with God not to destroy Sodom because of the righteous individuals who might dwell there. God has a plan to spare the righteous (Gen. 19:15-17). He “turned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds) – then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment” (2 Pet. 2:7-9).

(3) The influence of ten righteous people could have spared Sodom and given her another chance. Enough righteous people, setting proper examples, using their influence to the glory of God, teaching their children and grandchildren to live morally upright, may yet avert the judgment that otherwise must eventually come upon the nation we love. 

 
I cannot help but believe that God is sick and tired of much of what He sees in modern America. Let us devote ourselves personally to godliness and moral uprightness, and do what we can to influence others to do the same. God be with us and help us in this effort.

- Clarence R. Johnson 

