FUNDAMENTAL FACTS CONCERNING MARRIAGE

 
I preface this article with the understanding that our readers realize that marriage is between a man and a woman (Gen. 2:24). Divorce is prevalent in our society today because it seems more attention is given to a wedding ceremony than training young people for the marriage relationship. The following guidelines I pray will be helpful for those contemplating marriage. The comprise is a mixture of divine truth and sound advice.

MARRIAGE IS FOR THE MATURE 
 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and cleave to his wife; and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). Many young people, especially teens, who talk about getting married are not mature enough to do so. Therefore the responsibilities that go along with marriage are often overwhelming. One should ask, ‘Am I emotionally ready to get married?” 

 
When a young lady says, “If it does not work out, I can go home to Momma,” she is not ready to enter this relationship. If a young man gets upset because his fiancée desires to spend time with him, which time takes him away from his "buddies", he is not ready. Or, if both are too controlling of the other, they are not ready to be married. 

 
Another question to ask, “Are we ready financially to get married?” The idea that a couple can get by on love alone is a myth. Yes, agape love for each other is essential for marriage to last. However, love does not pay the bills. The boy who quits school so he can get married because he has a job making $200 a week, is likely going to be making the same amount 10 years from now. 

 
The most important question to ask, “Are we ready spiritually to get married?” If a young man cannot get up and get himself ready for worship, he will not be able to prepare his family. A young lady who marries a non-Christian must be prepared to remain strong despite the discouragement that will come from her mate. Someone says, “But Grandma got married when she was fifteen.” But Grandma lived in a different world. Grandma probably had already helped raise 6 or 7 siblings. She was not spoiled rotten like many today. She understood what commitment means. In addition, Grandpa was probably significantly older and was already working and prepared to care for a family.

ROMANTIC ATTRACTION DOES NOT GUARANTEE HAPPINESS 

 
When a teen boy is drawn or attracted to a teen girl that is a healthy, natural desire. Parents who love their children must, with the Bible and common sense, guide their children to making not only responsible decisions, but also right decisions. While physical intimacy is wonderful, these feelings and desires can only be fully expressed in the beauty of sacred marriage (Heb. 13.4). Thus, marriage is likewise for the mature. Those who engage in sexual relations outside of holy matrimony are selfishly fulfilling the lust of the flesh and taking advantage of the other. In so doing, those who engage in such cannot fully appreciate the beauty of married love, for in marriage, joy comes more from the giving of one's self to another. Paul wrote: “The husband should give to his wife the affection due her, and likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does have authority over his own body, but the wife does” (1 Cor. 7:3, 4). 

Teenagers in the church should understand that the Lord, Paul the preacher, and godly parents are not trying to keep physical intimacy away from them, but rather are trying to bring it to them in all of its beauty and sacredness in marriage. Only then can such really be enjoyed. While romance is essential to a great marriage, romance essentially is about feelings, and you cannot build a strong marriage on feelings alone.

