THE MILITANT CHRIST

 
The term militant Christian appears to some as an oxymoron. Far too many in the religious world conceive of Christianity as passive in nature. One who is militant for Christ is regarded as mean-spirited, abusive, and even destructive. While a Christian should never seek confrontation for the sake of a fight, he does not necessarily avoid it. A child of God always should defend what is right and be willing to engage in aggressive combat against the forces of evil that abound in this world. 

 
As the name implies, a Christian is a follower of Christ. Paul wrote, "Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ" (1 Cor. 11:1). Some may know some things about Jesus, but not really know Him. On one occasion, Jesus asked His disciples, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" (Mat. 16:13). The skeptics deny that He even existed. Modernists say He was a mere man. Philosophers credit Him with being a great teacher. However, most people of the world are so far removed from the One who walked Galilee's shores that they do not care who He is. Some who do have a picture of Jesus in their minds think only of a somewhat effeminate man with long hair who walked around in sandals, 

 
Sadly, some in the church would rather accommodate a little error for the sake of "peace" than to be true to God's Word if such loyalty causes contention.  Some would have you think that Jesus never raised His voice, spoke only kind words, and healed sick people. (However, we would point out that, if Jesus spoke only sweet words and healed people, He would not have been crucified.) If a man desires to be a follower of Christ, he must get to know Him. Remember the disciples' answer to Jesus' question? "And they said, some say John the Baptist; some Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets" (Mat. 16:14). Something about the character of Jesus reminded His audiences of John the Baptist, Elijah, and Jeremiah. Our Lord was good, kind, and loving; yet, just as these men were, He was militant! Hear His words: Every one who confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to set a man at variance against his father, a daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's enemies will be those of his own household. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it (Mat. 10:32-39). 

 
Why would Jesus bring a sword--a weapon? Is He not the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6; Luke 2:14)? While Jesus' message speaks of peace, one must understand that there are those who stand in opposition to the peace He provides. Our Lord always engaged in combat with the enemy. Shortly after man sinned in the garden, God spoke these words to the devil: "And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed. He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel" (Gen. 3:15). Satan is man's vicious enemy (1 Pet. 5:8). He is a liar and murderer (John 8:44). Because he is a liar, he despises the Truth. In order to understand Jesus one must recognize that He loves 

 
Truth more than peace. Only the Truth will set men free (John 8:32), and thus without His Truth, one cannot know His peace. Clearly, Jesus would have allowed every disciple--even all of the apostles--to leave Him before He would have compromised His Father's Truth (John 6:67). 

 
The student of God's Word can clearly see Jesus' attitude toward sin and error in the following episode: And Jesus entered into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the seats of them that sold doves; and He said to them, it is written, My house shall be called a a house of prayer, but you make it a den of robbers (Mat. 21:12-13). This passage demonstrates the righteous indignation of Jesus. Anger is not always sinful (Eph. 4:26). While Jesus was always in control of His temper, He always stood militantly in opposition to the traditions and creeds of men, hypocrisy, ugly attitudes, injustice, and every other sinful behavior. 

 
Since Jesus expects His followers to be like Him, Christians must be militant. But what does this mean? In Isaiah's prophecy of the "house of God," the prophet wrote: "And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more" (Isa. 2:4). This statement does not mean that Christians are not to engage in any type of warfare. Paul explains: For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh (for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but mighty before God to the casting down of strongholds) (2 Cor. 10:3-4). 

 
So, our warfare is spiritual, not after the flesh. For this battle the Lord gives us the Word of God as our weapon (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12). Christians must "fight the good fight of faith" (1 Tim. 6:12) and love what Jesus loves. First, Jesus loves Truth. When men today stand on the side of Truth, such individuals will be approved of God (1 The. 2:13-15). Most people of this world find spiritual Truth despicable, and this is the very attitude that cost Jesus, Stephen, Paul, and a host of others, their lives. Elders are especially admonished to protect the church from error by exalting and standing for the Truth (Acts 20:28-31; Tit. 1:9). This task requires militancy. 

 
Second, Jesus loves the souls of men. He died for every man (1 Tim. 2:4-6; Heb. 2:9; 1 John 2:2). Since sin is the enemy and destroyer of the soul (Rom. 6:23) which separates man from God (Isa. 59:1-2), the faithful must stand militantly against sin. Third, Jesus loves the church--so much so that He bought her with His blood (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25). Since salvation is in the church (Acts 2:47), followers of Christ must militantly oppose denominationalism. Likewise, the church, the army of God, cannot fellowship error within its own ranks. Jude warns: Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 3). 

 
Sadly, some in the church would rather accommodate a little error for the sake of "peace" than to be true to God's Word if such loyalty causes contention. Yet, if one seeks to follow Christ, he must militantly defend the church of Christ, even if it does create strife and division. God demands the strife thus created. 

 
Is there a cost for being militant? Indeed there is! Being militant for Christ could cost one: 

* His family--it did Jesus (John 7:5) 

* His friends--it did Jesus (Mat. 26:56) 

* His living--it did Jesus (Mat. 8:20) 

* His reputation--it did Jesus (Mat. 26:59-60) 

* His life--it did Jesus (Mat. 27:50) 

 
First-century Christians, following the example of the Lord, were willing to pay the ultimate price. While some will live for a lie, very few will die for a lie, knowing it is a lie. The early Christians served, even as we serve, a risen Savior. Many of them were willing to die rather than deny Him and the ultimate proof of His Deity. Therefore, like Jesus, Christians must always militantly stand for the right. The crown of life awaits those who do, even if our militancy brings death (Rev. 2:10). 
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