THE MODEL PRAYER (Matthew 6.5-13)

 “Our Father n Heaven.” 

 
We can address God in many different ways and fashions, but as it is here expressed we should put our emphasis upon His Fatherhood and hence His concern for His children. As the Creator of the universe, God is to be addressed in the opening of every prayer. 

 “Hallowed Be Your Name.” 

 
This is an element of praise and adoration to God. Too many prayers are almost exclusively filled with requests for God's blessings. More praise and adoration is needed in our prayers. We should always praise God! 

“Your Kingdom Come.”

 
When Jesus taught His disciples this prayer, the kingdom, the church, had not yet come. Certainly this shows us His deep concern that the plans for the establishment of the church must be carried out. Can we pray this today? If so, in what sense? In its deeper and more permanent meaning, the phrase expresses the desire that Christ's kingdom come into the hearts of all men {people, Edsel} and to all continents throughout all time. In this broader sense it is still appropriate for us to pray, "Your kingdom come." Note Luke 17.21. Has the kingdom come in your heart to the fullest? 

“Your Will Be Done, As In Heaven, So On Earth.” 

 
After three statements regarding heavenly things, the prayer devotes the remaining four to matters of this earth. The person who sincerely prays this part of the prayer is committing himself to follow the Lord's will in the complete manner in which the angels of heaven follow it (1 John 5:14-15). His will should be our prayer. 

“Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread.” 

 
The request-only for the necessities of the day. It implies the Christian view of life. No anxiety for the morrow {tomorrow, Edsel}; no thought for the luxuries and extravagances of the world (Matthew 7:7-11). We should include a petition in all our prayers to God. 

“And Forgive Us Our Debts.” 

 
Luke 11:4 reads, "Forgive us our sins..." This is a confession of wrong and implies a penitent spirit. Humility must characterize our prayers. 

“And Do Not Lead Us Into Temptation.”

 
This is a request for God's help in the greatest undertaking of our lives; that of being eternally saved. 

“For Yours Is The Kingdom, And The Power, And The Glory, For Ever.”

 
Again comes the recognition of the greatness of Jehovah, with implied reverence and adoration. 

“Amen.”

 
The God of Truth in the Old Testament was the "amen," and so it is today. Usually we say the literal meaning is "so be it," "so it is," or "may it be fulfilled." However, to say "amen" is to also say "this is the truth," "this is right." This has long been the acceptable means of concluding a prayer and here it receives the Lord's approval. 

[-Goebel Music (1986)]

