WHAT MAKES A PATTERN IN CHRISTIANITY?

    Patterns have always been essential in Christianity! Consider the following two passages:

A. “Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern” (Phil. 3.17).

B. Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: “We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, ‘See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain’” (Heb. 8.1-5).

    The sum total of what God has said about anything becomes the pattern for it. Examine the following statements. Are they true or false?

1. All that God has said about the plan of salvation is a pattern for salvation to every person.

2. All that God has said about the New Testament church is a pattern by which it is identified.

3. All that God has said about becoming a member of the Lord's church is a pattern for everyone.

4. All that God has said about the acts of worship is a pattern.

5. All that God has said about the day to observe the Lord's Supper is a pattern for Christians.

6. All that God has said about the church and the support of preaching is a pattern to observe.

7. All that God has said about the church and helping the needy is a pattern for Christians today.

8. All that God has said about following Christ in Spirit, etc., is a pattern for us.

     I count it safe to follow the information we have in the Bible. I commend what it says to everyone. James said, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” (James 2.10).

– B.G. Hope, Gospel Spotlight, July 2002.

