RESPECTING THE SILENCE


The fact of verbal plenary inspiration makes anything He does NOT say significant, because it is not due to oversight or lack of attention. When God does not include something in His Word or give approval to something in His Covenant, it is because He does not want it there and because He does not approve of it. 

 
In Deuteronomy 29.29, Moses wrote, “The secret things belong unto the Lord our God; but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.” More than likely, many have heard references to these "secret things," but rarely in their context, which is that of revelation. In other words, Moses told the people, “Do not even bother speculating about what God has not told you. You make sure you are doing what He has told you to do." (In fact, these “secret things” of Moses correlate to what Paul calls the "mystery," which God made known in the gospel (Eph. 6.19; etc.). 

 
In Acts 15.24, certain men were condemned for going beyond what had been revealed. In Hebrews 7.14 the writer argues that the Messiah could not be a priest under the law of Moses because it said nothing about priesthood concerning the tribe of Judah. 

 
The division in the religious world exists primarily due to their lack of respect for God's silence and the resulting differences caused by their subsequent speculation beyond what God has revealed. Paul told the Galatians to reject a message that made any alteration to the gospel--including addition or subtraction--because those changes, however small, meant that the message was no longer truly the gospel, because its changed message was no longer from God (Gal. 1.6-9).      [-Adapted, Kevin Rhodes, BTW]

